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Our group had four primary areas of conversation:

1. 
The need for models of curriculum that work well in nonformal contexts.  We did not have much discussion about the literature on this, but many shared frustration with the task of reworking (re-packaging?) content from classical disciplines (primarily theology here) into forms that lend themselves to non-schooling educational endeavors. The lack of exemplars inhibits both the understanding as well as the broadness of the creative horizon.  There was a palpable urge to see possibilities.

2.
The need for new modes of assessment.  A number of us are in formal contexts trying to do some creative things and are bumping into assessment constrictions.  A number of others in our group were just wondering about how to measure learning.  We all recognized that the ways we measure work backwards to influence the ways of educating.  If there were some research to be accomplished in this area of evaluation or some compilation of possibilities for evaluating experiential learning at our disposal, we thought that our constraint might lift so that we might feel more liberated to create new instructional forms.

3.
The need for more thinking about the place of context. This was especially a concern of those in our group outside of North America. They gave a few narratives about how important it was for us to avoid the exportation and instead encourage the emerging of educational forms within the midst of context.

4.
The need for developing para-school learning communities.  Our discussion went two ways on this one:  (a) the discussion of virtual communities via the internet and (b) the issue of the form of post-school learning communities.   We spent a little time exploring some of what an intentional nonformal bridge would look like as a second movement of one's education (after a diploma).

Questions for Further Inquiry

What questions related to the issue require further examination?

What research needs to be conducted as a basis for action?

What pilot projects should be undertaken?

How will projects be assessed? 

What are the international/intercultural implications of the project focus?

